

Chinese Major Changes, p. 2

Proposed Changes to the Chinese Major, 

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures

Proposed Changes to Category D (Language, Literature, and Linguistics):

1) Chinese 505: China in Chinese Film 5 crs


Add to D list of Chinese major courses (Language, Literature, and Linguistics).

This course provides an overview of Chinese cinema with a focus on how film represents issues of nationhood, national identity, and national trauma. It also offers majors guided exposure to spoken Chinese in cultural context. Addition of C505 to D allows majors one more course option for fulfillment of the requirement. Its addition will have no impact on the total number of credit hours required for the major or on how those hours are configured. 

2) Chinese 600: Performance Traditions of China 5crs


Add to D list of Chinese major courses (Language, Literature, and Linguistics).

This course offers students opportunities to explore the literary and performance traditions of a selected of oral-related arts, including professional storytelling, epic singing, folksongs, and local drama. It is an opportunity for our majors to develop an overview of the cultural and linguistic diversity of China as demonstrated in multiple local traditions. Addition of C600 to D allows majors one more course option for fulfillment of the requirement. Its addition will have no impact on the total number of credit hours required for the major or on how those hours are configured. 

3) Chinese 653 Classical Lit in Modern Context  5 crs (currently under review as new course in ASC Curriculum Office)


Add to D list of Chinese major courses (Language, Literature, and Linguistics).

This course is intended to simultaneously acquaint advanced undergraduates with major works of the classical tradition and with their multifarious uses in modern settings in the Chinese-speaking world. In its fully developed form, the course will pay attention to how certain works have been used rather differently in the PRC, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. Currently, DEALL offers virtually no 600 level Chinese literature courses that are also aimed at non-literature majors. This course will assume some prior knowledge about China, but highly motivated students without relevant knowledge will also be encouraged to enroll.  

Such a course is important because of the continued significance of classical Chinese literature in virtually all domains of modern Chinese life. “Classical” refers here to the idea of “gudian wenxue,” that is, literature written prior to the twentieth century regardless of whether it was written in classical or colloquial Chinese. However, despite the significance of the classical legacy, this aspect of modern culture generally gets short shrift. Due to the legacy of May Fourth movement, by and large, people who study classical literature ignore its modern uses and the people who study modern literature do not pay attention to the classical tradition. However, the ubiquity and tenacity of such cultural artifacts in modern contexts testifies to the artificiality of such a chronological division. Innovative in conception, the course imparts to students not only knowledge of the literary tradition, but it prepares students to critically examine its multifaceted impact on modern society. Hence it will be a very useful course for students interested in literature, film, and theater of all periods of China. Addition of C653 to D allows majors one more course option for fulfillment of the requirement. Its addition will have no impact on the total number of credit hours required for the major or on how those hours are configured. 

3) Chinese 755: Language in China 5 crs


Add to D list of Chinese major courses (Language, Literature, and Linguistics).

This course introduces majors to language issues in China, including language variation, writing systems, minority languages, and Chinese language issues in the information age. It is taught in Chinese, which offers an opportunity for our majors who have completed four levels of Chinese language instruction to work further on their advanced language skills. Addition of C755 to D allows majors one more course option for fulfillment of the requirement. Its addition will have no impact on the total number of credit hours required for the major or on how those hours are configured. 

4) Chinese 770: Literary Language in Modern Chinese  5 crs


Add to D list of Chinese major courses (Language, Literature, and Linguistics).

This course involves the use of literary language in spoken discourse among Chinese professionals, including unscripted spoken discussions on topics in related domains such as business, education, and government. It is taught in Chinese, which offers an opportunity for our majors who have completed four levels of Chinese language instruction to further work on their advanced language skills. Addition of C770 to D allows majors one more course option for fulfillment of the requirement. Its addition will have no impact on the total number of credit hours required for the major or on how those hours are configured. 

Proposed Changes to Category E (East Asian Thought):

5) EALL H399: East Asian Thought in the Western Imagination, 1600-2000 5 crs


Omit “for Honors students.”

The major listing presently specifies that this course is for Honors students. This is incorrect because all students in good standing are eligible to enroll in an Honors course. Accordingly, this specification should be deleted.

6) Chinese 615: China’s Perspectives on Chinese Civilization 5 crs


Add to E list of Chinese major courses (East Asian Thought).

This course introduces Chinese perspectives on major issues in Chinese civilization and major ways of developing and presenting viewpoints and arguments in discourse of Chinese civilization. The course is taught in Chinese, which offers an opportunity for our majors who have completed four levels of Chinese language instruction to further work on their advanced language skills. Addition of C615 to E allows majors one more course option for fulfillment of the requirement. Its addition will have no impact on the total number of credit hours required for the major or on how those hours are configured. 

Proposed Changes to Suggested Electives

Add the following courses to the list of suggested electives. Such additions diversify the range of additional course options available to majors after they have fulfilled the core requirements articulated in Major Categories A-E. 

Chinese 615: China’s Perspectives on Chinese Civilization 

Chinese 755: Language in China

Chinese 770: Literary Language in Modern Chinese

Comparative Studies 678: Studies in Chinese-American Literature

EALL 357: East Asian Folklore

English 263: Introduction to Film

History of Art 576: The Arts of China

History of Art 670: Buddhist Art: Theory and History

History of Art 674: Buddhist Art of Nepal and Tibet

International Studies 439: China’s Economic Reform and Development

Linguistics 602

Political Science 536: Greater China

Political Science 537: Government and Politics of China

Political Science 658: International Relations of the Far East

Separate History of Art 677 into:

History of Art 677.01: Pre-Buddhist Art in China 



And

History of Art 677.02: Buddhist Art in China

Separate History of Art 678 into:

History of Art 677.01: Chinese Painting to 1368



And

History of Art 677.02: Chinese Painting from 1368

Drop the following from the Suggested Electives:


Political Science 635: Government and Politics of Japan (a course on Japan, not China)


Sociology 501 (no such course in Course Bulletin)
